TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE ... sansaeenns 4
A “HELLO” FROM THE AUTHORS ....oeveeiiiieeeeieee e 4
PROLOGUE ........oiciiiiiiicnem s 11

PROLOGUE: A FANCY-PANTS WORD FOR “INTRODUCTION”... 11

CHAPTER 1: SMIRTZ GOES SHOPPING...........ccceeemenneeee 16
EEL-STUFFED CABBAGE: A HARDY MEAL (SAID NO ONE
EVER) oottt ettt 16

Who Invented the Mechanical Bull, and — More
Importantly — Why? ... 22
“Dried Duck Feet” — It's What's for Dinner................... 25

CHAPTER 2: SMIRTZ HAS A BIRTHDAY PARTY ........... 29

IT’S “THE GOVERNMENT’S” FAULT THERE’S NO GRAVITY ON
THE MOON ... 29

The Fear of Becoming a “Talking Trash Can” is Real .33
CHAPTER 3: SMIRTZ VISITS ALAB.......cccciimrrcerreeennne 42

AN “AUSTRIAN OSTRICH BOY” AND “GAMBLING GOLDFISH”...42
A Secret Room in an Underground Lab Should Always

be Investigated...........ooeeiiiii 51
“Wait ... Did That Toupee Just Move?’ ........................ 59
CHAPTER 4: SMIRTZ AS A BABYSITTER - PART I....... 66

VINTAGE: A FANCY-PANTS WORD FOR “EXPENSIVE TRASH”.66
“Swan Lake” — The Ultimate Space Adventure ........... 69
A Baby Thatis Nota Baby..........ccccceeeiiii, 73

7 “The Stories of Smirtz” © by Arendse, Esther and Jesper Fano



Smirtz’'s Handyman Guide to Basic Everyday Repairs —
Today’s Pro Tip: How to Repair a Ming Vase, an
Antique Statue, and an Irreplaceable Painting with
Peanut Butter, Colored Pens, and Band-Aids with

“Kitten MOtIfS” ... ..vuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeveee e 79
CHAPTER 5: SMIRTZ ON VACATION .......ccccvrmrrrrcneennns 85
A COMPETITIVE MINDSET AND THE GENERAL’S SWEET TOOTH
......................................................................................... 85
A General Who is King of the Lake...........c..ccccoeeenn. 88
When a Polite Trout Gives You Directions ................. 99
CHAPTER 6: SMIRTZ AT THE DENTIST .......cccccevvuneenn. 107
ANESTHETIZED FRIENDS DON’T LIE c....evvviieeeeaee 107
Smirtz and Heinrich — The Origin Story .................... 110
Hugs for All! Including Receptionists, Ducks, and Dogs
— But NOT the Lazy Chestnuts .........cccccoeueeeininenens 112
“To Kill a Mockingbird” — With Great, Great Emphasis
.................................................................................. 116

CHAPTER 7: SMIRTZ AS A BABYSITTER - PART Il... 121

ZOO TOGO ..ot 121
Slow-Fermented Organic Vegan Biodynamic Kale
Porridge......covveviviiiiieiee 124

“I Will Not Buy This Tobacconist’s: It is Scratched” .. 128

CHAPTER 8: SMIRTZ AT THE GYM .......ccccvcerrnerrnannnns 138
AN INFLUENCER, A FRANKENSTEIN, AND A DIVORCED
LIFESTYLE COACH (... OHMY) oo 138

“Full Speed Ahead, Mr. Heinrich!” — “O Captain! My
Captain! 'm Givin’ It All I's Got” ........ccccciiiiie. 139

“Did You Mean ‘Frankenstein’ or ‘Frankenstein’s
Monster’ ?” — The Unspeakable Joy of Correcting
(11 1Y £ TR 144

8 “The Stories of Smirtz” © by Arendse, Esther and Jesper Fano



“Perform on the Bike, Perform in Life” — Insightful
Insights from a Recently Divorced Lifestyle Coach ...149

CHAPTER 9: SMIRTZ IN LONDON .......cccccocmirccerrrneen 157
BREAKING NEWS: DANISH SCHOOL CLASS CAUSES CHAOS IN
LONDON. ....cceeiieie ettt 157

Big Ben is NOT for Sale (... oris it?) ....cccccevveveeernnnne. 161
London Eye: “Can’t This Thing Go Any Faster?”....... 163
Let Me Take You By the Hand and Race You Through

the Streets of London ........ccoocciiiiiieiiee e 169
Buckingham Palace: A Royal Mess..........cccccveeeeene.. 178

CHAPTER 10: SMIRTZ AT THE RENAISSANCE FAIR -

N 8 184
A SPECTACLE IN THREE PARTS — WELCOME TO THE “FINAL
CIRCUS .ottt ettt a e aa e a e e 184

The General Strikes Back — It'sa Trap!..................... 191

CHAPTER 11: SMIRTZ AT THE RENAISSANCE FAIR -

PART Il...coeeeeeeee e e e s e 199
“SOMETHING IS (EXTREMELY) ROTTEN IN THE STATE OF
DENMARK? ..ottt 199

“To Be or Not to Be”— In a Greek Tragedy ............... 202
Monkeys and Babies Love Tropical-Flavored Protein

POWAET ... 208
Smirtz as a Babysitter: Episode Il — Return of the Baby
MENACE ... 220
A Fiddling Monkey on a Hot Tin Roof ........................ 226

CHAPTER 12: SMIRTZ AT THE RENAISSANCE FAIR -

PART Hll.....eeeeeeeee e er e e e 235
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE BAG — TWO THIEVES — AND A KING
RETURNS ..ottt ettt 235

The Fellowship of the Bag .........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiie 240

9 “The Stories of Smirtz” © by Arendse, Esther and Jesper Fano



The TWo Thieves........occiveiiiiieii e 244
A King Returns with a “Waiter! There’s a Monkey in My

CAKE ..ot 250
To Travel by Catapult Is to Live ........ccoocveeeiiiinennnne 254
The Two Thieves in Pursuit of the Children.............. 258
The Class Teacher and Benny in Pursuit of the Two

Thieves in Pursuit of the Children............................. 258

The Mandrill and Two Kings in Pursuit of the Class
Teacher and Benny in Pursuit of the Two Thieves in

Pursuit of the Children ..........cccccovviiiiiiiieeee e 259
The Final Endgame Last-Stand Face-Off ................. 260
Goodbye, Farewell and Amen ..........ccccceveeeeeicnnnneen. 267
EPILOGUE ... e e e 273
EPILOGUE: A FANCY-PANTS WORD FOR “WHAT HAPPENED
INEXT ettt e e a e 273
AFTERWORD ... e e e s e e e enmne e e s 290
A “GOODBYE” FROM THE AUTHORS ......vvveeeiiaeeaienaeainn 290
10 “The Stories of Smirtz” © by Arendse, Esther and Jesper Fano



